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alat, formetque Poctam. 
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4. 
‘ 


in the lutereſts of Learning, to think I may have be mi . 
map venture to affitm, out Poet cannot imperti- 


he Ki Larder. | : 
I fhalb begin with Epick Poetry, becauſe the Cri- 


_ ticks agree it is the greateſt Work Human Nature 
is capable of. I know the Freuch have already laid 
down many Mechanical 

this Sort, but at the ſame time they cut off almoſt 


ules for Compoiitions of 


all Ondertakers from the Poſſibility of ever perform- 


ing them; for the firſt Qualification they unani- 


mouſly require ‘in a Foet, is a Genius. I thall here 


endeavour (for the Benefit of my Countrymen) to 


e it manifcft, that Epick Poems may be made 
wit bout à Genius, nay without Learning or much 
Reading. This muſt neceffarily be of great Ufe to 


all thofe Poets who confefs they never Read, and 
aof whom the World is convinced they never Learn. 


What Moliere obferves*of making a Dinner, that 
any Man can do it with Mony, and if a profeſt 


Cook cannot without, he has his Art for nothing; 


the fame may be ſaid af making a Poem, ’tis eaſily 
brought about by him that 4as a Genius, but the 
Skill lies in doing it without one. In purſuance of 
- this End, I thall preſent the Reader with a plain and 
certain Recipe. by which even Sonneteers and Ladies 
ay be qualified for this grand Performance. 
know it will be objected, that one of the chief 
Qualifications of an Epick Poet, is to be knowing 
in all Arts and Sciences. But this ought not to 


diſcourage thofe that have no Learning, as long as 


Indexes and Dictionaries may be had, which are the 


Compendium of all Knowledge. Beſides, ſince it 


(Price Two Pence.) 


1 * no {mall Pleafure to me, who am zealous 


Languages. 
Perſons of no Gepins have been oftentimes great 
Linguiſts. To inſtance in the Grat, of which there 
are two. Sorts ;.the Original Greek, and that from 
which out Modern Authors tranflate. I thould be 
. anwilling to promife I 
ſpeaking, this may be ledrned in about an Hour’s 


is an eftablithed Rule, that none of the Terms 


thofe Arts aud Sciences are to be made uſe of, one 


nently offend in this Point. The Learning which 
will be more particularly neceflary to him, is the 
ancient Geography.of Towns, Mountains, and Ri- 


vers: For this let him take Cluvariut, Value Four- 


Another Quality requited is a complest Skill in 


o.this I anfwer, that it is notorious 


fibilities, but modeftly 


time with Eafe. I have known one, who became 
a fudden Profeffor of Greek, immediately upon Ap- 


plieation of the Left-hand Page of the Cambridge 


Homer to his Eye. It is, in thefe Days, with Au- 
thars as with other Men, the well bred are famili- 
arly acquainted with them at firft Sight; and as it 
is {ufficient for a good General to have furvey’dthe 
Ground he is to conquer, fo it js enough for a 
good Poet to have fees the Author he is to be Ma- 


fler of. But to proceed to the Purpoſe of this Paper. 


A Receit to make an Epick Poem. 


Por the Fable. 


Take out of any old Poem, Hiftory-books, 


or Legend, (for inſtance Geffry of Monmouth or 
Don Belianis of Greece} thofe Parts of Story which 
afford moft. Scope for long Deferiptions: Pus shefe 
Pieces together. aud throw all che Adventures you 
fancy into one Tale. Then take a Hero, whom you 
may chufe for the Sound of bis Name, and put bim 
into the midſt of thefe Adventares: There tet him 
work, for twelve Books; at the end of which you may 
take him out, ready ro to conquer ur to marry ; 
it being neceſſary that the Cuncluſion of an Epick Poem 
To 
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* that kind of Literature is at preſent carried on, it 
dis conſiſts only in a Knowledge of Mechanick Rules, 2 
the ‘which contribute tq the Structure of different forts 
oy of Poetry, as the Receits of good Houfwives do to 
ge- we making Puddings of Flower, Oranges, Plumbs, 
of any other Ingredients, It would, methinks, - 
make my Iuſtructions mare eaſily intelligible | 
joke fp ardinary Readers, if 1 difcourfed of theſe Matters . 
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